Suggested Wordless Picture Books

The Lion and the Mouse

In this stunning picture book, which is
wordless except for the odd animal
sound, Aesop’s famous fable gets a
reworking in an African Serengeti setting.
The pictures tells the story of a ferocious
lion who is freed from a hunter’s trap by a
little mouse, whom the lion had spared
from being eaten once before. Thisis a
book that will have children of all ages
hooked through its timeless themes of
friendship and kindness as well as its
incredibly vivid artwork bringing deep
human emotions into the world of nature.

Tuesday
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DAVID WIESNLER

Award-winning author David Wiesner has
the incredible ability to draw the reader
into a world where the strangest and
most magical of events take place as if
they are completely normal. On this
particular Tuesday, a small group of frogs
take flight from their lily pads and go on a
whimsical adventure that will invite
children to let their imaginations run free
and complete the fantasy by deciding
what unlikely events will occur next
Tuesday.

Flotsam

This award-winning wordless picture book
offers endless opportunities for discussion
and creative writing. A beach-combing
young boy finds a washed-up camera on
the shore, and when the film is
developed, it reveals a fantastic new
world of creatures from the ocean.
Incredible illustrations that speak for
themselves.

Here | Am

In this wordless picture book Here | am,
Patti Kim and Sonia Sanchez bring the
awe, the unfamiliarity of a new city to a
young immigrant. As there are no words,
children who are in similar situations
(sadly more of them nowadays), can fill it
in with their own unique stories. It's a
great book to initiate questions and
discussions, interpret feelings and
importantly be empathetic — wear the
shoes of an immigrant or a refugee as you
walk through your own city — what do you
see?




Suggested First Chapter Books

The Cat and the King
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This story from well-loved author-
illustrator Nick Sharrat is full of warmth
and humour. After a fire at the castle, the
King and his cat move to 37, Castle Close
where life is very different. Normal tasks
like shopping and setting the table for
dinner are unfamiliar to someone used to
having servants at their beck and call.
Fortunately, the king’s loyal cat is close by
to lend a hand. A funny book with a wide
appeal, especially written for emergent
readers.

Hotel Flamingo

Anna Dupont arrives at the dilapidated
Hotel Flamingo after inheriting it from her
Great Aunt Mathilda, who left it to her in
her will. Shocked at the state of the
“sunniest hotel in town”, Anna decides to
restore the hotel to its former glory and
sets about the enormous task of cleaning
it up alongside a team of animal staff.
Imaginative, accessible and little bit wild,
Hotel Flamingo is a fabulous early chapter
book with fun illustrations set in pinks and

greys.

Superdad’s Day Off

SupERDAD S
DAY OFF

It’s not easy having a dad who is the
greatest superhero in the world. For six
days a week, Stanley‘s dad works hard at
saving the planet from disasters and
supervillains, but Friday is his day off and
that means father-and-son time. But, one
Friday, Stanley finds himself caught up in
some superhero adventures of his own.
This exciting adventure story makes a
brilliant first chapter book for children
who love superheroes!

Claude at the Circus

This is part of an award winning and
hugely popular series about a loveable
dog called Claude and his hapless
companion Sir Bobblysock. In this story,
Claude stumbles across a circus and
cannot help but inadvertently become the
star of the show. This entertaining series is
full of slapstick humour and amusing
illustrations that hold a high appeal to
new readers.




Suggested Poetry Books

Poems Out Loud

A new collection of illustrated verses from
a range of contemporary children’s poets,
performers and hip-hop artists. This is the
poetry collection that EYFS and KS1 have
been waiting for! The poems have been
selected for their suitability to read aloud
and cover topics like minibeasts, pirates,
animals and night time.

Zim Zam Zoom

A collection of sixteen energetic poems
and rhymes to ignite the senses, with
topics including fireworks, food, dragons
and splashy puddles. Colourful
illustrations make the book a delight to
look at as well as to listen to being read
aloud.

Crazy Mayonnaisy Mum

A collection of Julia Donaldson's amusing
poems and rhymes that are perfect for
reading aloud and sharing. The laugh-out-
loud poems about everyday topics are
brimming with word-play and rhyme,
making this collection an excellent choice
for helping children to engage with poetry
in an entertaining way.

Where Zebras Go

Sue Hardy-Dawson offers a perfectly
pitched variety of imaginative poems
covering topics of interest to children,
including animals, sports, playtime,
growing up and protecting the
environment, all delivered through
entertaining verses including a number of
shape poems.




Suggested Books for EYFS

Puffin Peter

Petr Horacek

Puffm Peter

Delightful and witty, this is a simple story
of mistaken identity! Peter and Paul are
the best of friends, but when Peter gets
lost in a terrible storm, he can't find Paul
anywhere. With the help of a big blue
whale, Puffin Peter sets off to find him.
They find all kinds of birds that match
Peter's description but none of them is
quite like Paul.

Mixed
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An inspiring story about colour

The Blues, Reds and Yellows lived in
harmony. Reds were the loudest, Yellows
the brightest and Blues were the coolest.
However, when one of the colours
proclaims they are the best, discord
breaks out and eventually the colours
decide to live in different parts of the city.
Then one day a Yellow befriends a Blue
and they become inseparable, discovering
a world of different possibilities and
colours. From the brilliantly talented,
Arree Chung comes a sweet tale of
difference and acceptance. Mixed is a
charming and timely story with
characterful illustrations and humour.

Supertato

This is a tremendously popular story that
has now been developed into a series of
three books. It tells the funny tale of
Supertato, the unlikely superhero who is
on a mission to protect the other
vegetables from the Evil Pea. A laugh-out-
loud story that children want to hear again
and again.

The Lion Inside
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A bestselling story about confidence, self-
esteem, and a shy little mouse who sets
out on a journey to find his roar. In a dry
dusty place where the sand sparkled gold,
stood a mighty flat rock, all craggy and
old. And under that rock in a tiny house,
lived the littlest, quietest, meekest brown
mouse. Fed up of being ignored by the
other animals, Mouse wishes he could
roar like Lion. But, as he discovers, even
the biggest, bossiest people are scared
sometimes ... and even the smallest
creatures can have the heart of a lion!




Suggested Books for KS1

Gorilla

Hannah loves gorillas but has never seen
one. Her father's too busy to take her to
the zoo - or for anything else come to
that. For her birthday, Hannah asks her
father for a gorilla - but is disappointed
when she discovers that the gorilla she's
got is just a toy one. But then something
extraordinary happens ... the toy turns
into a real gorilla, who puts on her father's
hat and coat and takes her off for a
magical visit to the zoo...

The Tunnel

Once upon a time, there lived a brother
and sister who were complete opposites
and constantly fought and argued. One
day they discovered the tunnel. The boy
goes through it at once, dismissing his
sister's fears. When he doesn't return his
sister has to pluck up the courage to go
through the tunnel too. She finds her
brother in a mysterious forest where he
has been turned to stone...

The Enchanted Wood
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Joe, Beth and Frannie find the Enchanted
Wood on the doorstep of their new home,
and when they discover the Faraway Tree,
they fall into all sorts of adventures! Join
them and their friends Moonface,
Saucepan Man and Silky the fairy as they
discover which new land is at the top of
the Faraway Tree. Will it be the Land of
Spells, the Land of Treats, or the Land of
Do-As-You-Please? Discover the magic!

Flat Stanley
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#  THE ORIGINAL

Stanley Lambchop was just an ordinary
boy - until a noticeboard fell on him. Now
he's flat as a pancake! Being flat is
fantastic - he can be rolled up, sent in the
post and even fly like a kite. But, it's not all
fun and games ... there are thieves in
town. Can the flattest boy in the world be
its biggest hero?




Suggested Books for KS2

As you'd expect from a former Poet
Laureate, this story about a mysterious
metal giant who befriends a farm boy is
gorgeously written and hauntingly
strange. The origins of the Iron Man are
never fully explained - he just arrives
one night, starts feasting on farm
equipment, and after some initial
misgivings is accepted into the local
community.

The Iron Man

George and Harold (the co-stars of the
enormously popular Captain
Underpants series) are in big trouble
again! George and Harold have created
a new breed of justice -- one that is
part dog, part man, and ALL HERO!
With the head of a dog and the body of
a human, this heroic hound digs into
deception, claws after crooks, rolls over
robbers, and scampers after squirrels.
Will he be able to resist the call of the
wild to answer the call of duty?

Dog Man

Ruby's dad has arrived home with a
wonderful surprise - Coco the sausage
dog puppy! And when the family go on
holiday to the seaside, of course Coco
will be coming too. The beach is a
thrilling place for a dog - so many
sights, smells and holes to dig! Ruby
and Coco can't wait to spend the day
splashing in the waves and playing in
the sand. But disaster strikes when
Coco disappears. Suddenly she's lost
and all alone on the huge, busy beach
... Will she ever find her way back to
Ruby?

The Beach Puppy

This highly appealing text is a hybrid
between picture book and graphic
novel. It follows the story of young
Arthur, who embarks upon a quest to
seek out the help of the Viking gods in
relighting a fire before the villagers’
back home freeze to death. In return
for their help, Thor sets his own quest
for Arthur to complete.

Arthur and the Golden
Rope




Suggested Books for KS3/KS4

The Explorer

‘A very exciting adventure story — I loved it

Jacqueline Wilson

From his seat in the tiny aeroplane,
Fred watches as the mysteries of the
Amazon jungle pass by below him. He
has always dreamed of becoming an
explorer, of making history and of
reading his name amongst the lists of
great discoveries. If only he could land
and look about him. As the plane
crashes into the canopy, Fred is
suddenly left without a choice. He and
the three other children may be alive,
but the jungle is a vast, untamed place.
With no hope of rescue, the chance of
getting home feels impossibly small.
Except, it seems, someone has been
there before them ...

The Secret Diary of
Adrian Mole 13 %
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Friday January 2nd

| felt rotten today. It’s my mother’s
fault for singing ‘My Way’ at two
o’clock in the morning at the top of the
stairs. Just my luck to have a mother
like her. There is a chance my parents
could be alcoholics. Next year | could
be in a children’s home.

Meet Adrian Mole, a hapless teenager
providing an unabashed, pimples-and-
all glimpse into adolescent life.

The Goldfish Boy

Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in
his bedroom by crippling OCD,
spending most of his time staring out of
his window as the inhabitants of
Chestnut Close go about their business.
That is, until the day he is the last
person to see his next-door neighbour's
toddler, Teddy, before he goes missing.
Now Matthew must turn detective and
unravel the mystery of Teddy's
disappearance — with a little help from
a surprising and brilliant cast of
supporting characters.

Wonder

August Pullman was born with a facial
difference that, up until now, has
prevented him from going to a
mainstream school. Starting 5th grade
at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing
more than to be treated as an ordinary
kid—but his new classmates can’t get
past Auggie’s extraordinary face.




